
I n t e r s t a t e  R e c o n s t r u c t i o n

Exit 74 to 57th Street

I-29 and I-229 Reconstruction and 
85th Street Urban System Project

Environmental Assessment
Preliminary Engineering
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Meeting Agenda

• Introductions
• Overview of the Information Meeting
• Information on the Proposed Project
• Introduce the Alternatives and 

Environmental Process
• Open House
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Project Area

• I-29: North of Tea 
Interchange to North of 
57th Street

• I-229: I-29 to Louise 
Avenue

• 85th Street: Sundowner 
Avenue to Louise Avenue

• Crossing Connects 
Projects – Need to 
Coordinate
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Purpose of the Projects

• I-29:  Interstate Condition – Deteriorated 
(Recent Treatment has 5 Year Life)

• I-29:  Changes Require Improvements be 
Made:
– Nearby Land Develops = More Traffic/ 

Congestion
– Regional Traffic Growth = More Traffic/ 

Congestion
– Design Standards have Changed

• 85th Street:
– Provide East-West Connectivity  

(MPO Primary Goal)
– Increase Regional Capacity
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Current Traffic Operations - 2012
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Future Traffic Operations – 2035
Morning Peak
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Future Traffic Operations – 2035
Afternoon Peak
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I-29 Improvement Elements

• I-29:
– Auxiliary Lanes from 

Tea Interchange to 
North of 57th St.

– Replace Bridges over 
I-229 

– Relocate Southbound 
I-29 to Northbound I-
229 Loop
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85th Street Extension
• Create a Continuous 

Arterial South of 57th

Street:
– Adds Access Across I-29

• Four-lane, Median 
Divided Arterial (Louise 
to Sundowner)

• Create a Continuous 
Arterial South of 57th

Street:
– Adds Access Across I-29

• Four-lane, Median 
Divided Arterial (Louise 
to Sundowner)

• Future – Signalize:
– Tallgrass Ave/85th St
– Sundowner Ave/85th St

85th Street85th Street
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Legend
- Signalized Intersection
- Partial Access Intersection
- Full Access Intersection
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85th Street Extension
• Create a Continuous 

Arterial South of 57th

Street:
– Adds Access Across I-29

• Four-lane, Median 
Divided Arterial (Louise 
to Sundowner)

• Create a Continuous 
Arterial South of 57th

Street:
– Adds Access Across I-29

• Four-lane, Median 
Divided Arterial (Louise 
to Sundowner)

• Future – Signalize:
– Tallgrass Ave/85th St
– Sundowner Ave/85th St
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85th Street Crossing – Option 1

Roadway On FillRoadway On Fill

I-29 Over 85th Street
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85th Street Crossing – Option 2
85th Street Elevated Over I-29
(Section Line)

Roadway On FillRoadway On Fill
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85th Street Crossing – Option 3

85th Street Elevated Over I-29
(Southern Alignment)

Roadway On FillRoadway On Fill
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85th Street – Southern Alignment

• Four-lane, Median Divided Arterial (Louise to 
Sundowner)

• Reduces Impact to North Side Residential 
Properties

• Current 85th Street Retained as Frontage/Access 
Road

• Four-lane, Median Divided Arterial (Louise to 
Sundowner)

• Reduces Impact to North Side Residential 
Properties

• Current 85th Street Retained as Frontage/Access 
Road

Roadway On FillRoadway On Fill
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Environmental Review Process
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Study

YesYes
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Meets 
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Narrow
Options
Narrow
Options

Requirement Tests:
Meets Transportation 

Needs?
 Level of Impacts/ 

Benefits?

Why are 
Improvements/ 
Modifications 

Needed?

Why are 
Improvements/ 
Modifications 

Needed?

Recommended 
Corridor 

Improvements

Recommended 
Corridor 

Improvements

Alternatives
Analysis

Alternatives
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Corridor 
Improvements/ 
Modifications

Needed?

Corridor 
Improvements/ 
Modifications

Needed?

• Auxiliary Lanes
• Shoulder Improvements
• New Arterial Connections

• Auxiliary Lanes
• Shoulder Improvements
• New Arterial Connections

• To Relieve Capacity Deficiencies
• Current?
• Future?

• Address Safety Concerns
• Correct Design Deficiencies
• Provide for Managed Growth 

and Development

• To Relieve Capacity Deficiencies
• Current?
• Future?

• Address Safety Concerns
• Correct Design Deficiencies
• Provide for Managed Growth 

and Development
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Critical Evaluation Criteria

• Traffic Operations
– Desirable of Level of Service C Operations
– Goal – Meet in Current and Future

• Safety
• Impacts on Adjacent Properties

– Residential
– Farmland

• Wetland Impacts
• Meet Design Criteria

– Historical/Cultural Properties
– Utilities
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Study Schedule

• Today: Introduce Project/Environmental 
Process and Take Comments

• Spring 2013:  Complete Analyses for 
Environmental Document

• Summer 2013: Select Recommended 
Alternative

• Summer/Fall 2013: Continuation of Design
• Fall/Winter 2013:  Public Meeting to Present 

the Recommendations
• 2015: Anticipate Bid Letting for Construction
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Opportunities for Input/ Information

• Initial Public Input Meeting – Tonight
• Public Information Meeting:  

Fall/Winter 2013
• SDDOT Web Site:  

www.sddot.com/dot/publicmeetings

• Email:  i29reconstruction@urs.com
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Wrap Up

• Information on the Key Steps
• Alternatives for I-29, I-229 and 85th Street
• Representatives from SDDOT, City and Design 

Team – Answer Questions

• Not FINAL Alignments (Preliminary)
– To Be Assessed:

• Design Criteria
• Traffic Operations
• Environmental Criteria

• No-Build/No-Action Is an Alternative
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Thanks for Coming

If You Have Any Questions, Please Contact:
Jim Kollbaum
URS Corporation
(402) 334-8181
i29reconstruction@urs.com

Cary Cleland - SDDOT
367-5680
cary.cleland@state.sd.us
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