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Why are we here?

 Involve You, the traveling Public
• Discuss concerns, Exchange ideas

 Project Overview
• Background Information
• Proposed Project
• Schedule



Project Limits

• Main Ave to Medary Ave
•12Th Ave ADA Work
• 2017
• $3 Million

End of Project

Start of Project

Minor ADA Work



Other Projects

• US 14 Bypass
• PCN 035U, 035T & 04D3
• Mill & Overlay, Widening
& Exit 133 Ramp Modification
• 2015

• 22nd Ave to 34th Ave
• PCN 04TV & 546N
• Urban Reconstruction
• 2015 (04TV), 2016 (546N)



Background Information

 Main to Medary – Reconstructed in 1964
• Joint & Spall Repair last done in 1997

 Current Average Daily Traffic 
(ADT) – 7,956 Year 2013

 Current Truck Traffic – 1.9%

 Projected ADT – 9,189 Year 2033



Crash History
2011 to 2013

Total Crashes: 45
(23 are Rear End Crashes)

Fatal 0
Injuries 8
Property Damage 37

Weighted Accident Rate = 7.69 (2013)

State Average for Urban Minor Arterial = 2.58



Project Purpose

 Pavement Replacement (50+ Years Old)



Project Scope

 Grading, Storm Sewer, Sidewalk, Roadway 
Lighting, Traffic Signals, ADA and PCCP 
Surfacing
• Provide Two Way Left Turn Lane
• Traffic Signals at 5th and 7th (not warranted)
• Access Management
• ADA Improvements (Including 12th Ave)
• Upsize Storm Sewer (Master Drainage Plan)

 City Utility Project
• Water, Sanitary Sewer



Existing Typical Section
4 Lane Urban Section*

*Main Ave to 5th Ave has 5 - 12’ Lanes



Trees

 39 Trees Were Identified Along the Project
• Within existing ROW

 9 are Elm and 5 are Ash Trees
• Dutch Elm Disease and Emerald Ash Borer make 

these tree species less desirable

 Proximity of Trees to Construction Activity will 
cause too Much Root Damage to Save
• Need at least 6’ from proposed curb to tree
• Compaction of soil bad for roots
• Additional disturbance from underground utilities 

(storm sewer, sanitary, water)



Alternatives Considered

 Existing lane configuration
• Does not address crash history

 Widening to 5 lanes only where needed
• Only 2 blocks along entire corridor would be 4 lane
• Corridor continuity is an important safety factor

 3 lane section (Similar to 8th Street South)
• Would not meet capacity needs
• Corridor continuity
• Increased delay



Crash Locations
2011 to 2013

Office Building

Gas ‘N Mor Church

Houses

First Bank
& Trust

6th Street
Plaza

Red – Rear End Crashes
Blue – Other

Houses

Houses



Proposed Typical Section
5 Lane Urban Section



Proposed Typical Section
5 Lane Urban Section
(Additional 3’ Shoulders)



Access Management

 To provide safe, efficient access to streets and 
highways

 Limit number of direct accesses to major 
roadways

See Handout



Right-of-Way (ROW)

 Existing ROW Width
• 93.7’ from Main to 7th, down to 80’ at Medary

 Permanent Easements Needed
• Curb Ramps
• Roadway Lighting

 Temporary Easements (as needed)

See Handout



Right-of-Way (ROW)

 Encroachments – Private property, such as 
signs, buildings or private utilities located 
within the public ROW
• Federal Highway Regulations
• Safety

 Owners of encroachments will be 
contacted by Watertown Area Personnel

See Handout



Environmental, Social &
Economic Concerns

Section 4(f) Property
Project action will include all possible planning to avoid and minimize harm to publicly
owned parks, recreational areas, wildlife & waterfowl refuges, or public & private
historical sites.

Section 106
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act requires Federal actions to take into
account the effects of project undertakings on historic properties. A portion of the project
borders the Brookings Central Residential Historic District and the Brookings University
Residential Historic District. The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) has
determined that this project will have No Adverse Effect on historic properties.

Contaminated Materials
Project undertaking will take into account contaminated soils with relation to existing
aboveground and underground storage tanks within or adjacent to project’s area of
potential effect.

See Handout



Environmental, Social &
Economic Concerns

Threatened & Endangered Species
According to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the following species are
known to occur in Brookings County:

 Topeka Shiner (fish)
 Western Prairie Fringed Orchid (plant)

Wetlands
Federal regulations require that unavoidable wetland impacts caused
by highway construction be mitigated. If you are interested in creating
or restoring wetlands on your property, please complete the Wetland
Mitigation Registry Form in the handouts.

See Handout



Construction Traffic Control

 6th Street will be closed to traffic in phases
• Similar to reconstruction of Western Ave. to Main Ave.

 Residences adjacent to the project will need to 
use side streets/alleys during construction

 Businesses will have accesses maintained 
throughout the construction process

 Main Ave and Medary Ave intersections will 
remain open during construction



Landowner Meetings

 Late Summer/Fall (2014)
 Held with individual landowners

• Driveway Location/widths
• Drainage
• Trees

 Landowners will be contacted by SDDOT 
to schedule an appointment



Tentative Project Schedule

 Landowner Meetings (Summer/Fall 2014)
 Final Design (Spring 2015)
 ROW Acquisition Process (2015/2016)
 Letting – February 2017
 Construction – Begin Spring 2017



Questions or Comments?

Please Submit Questions or Comments by
May 12, 2014 to:

Cary Cleland, Road Design Engineering Supervisor
Cary.Cleland@state.sd.us

South Dakota Department of Transportation
5316 W 60th St N

Sioux Falls, SD 57107

Public Meeting Information
http://www.sddot.com/dot/publicmeetings/default.aspx


