
Where will they be installed? 
 
 

Each traffic and pedestrian safety concern comes 
with its own set of unique conditions. E ach 
location is reviewed to determine which traffic 
control device will work best for the particular 
issues and environment. The use of this type of 
traffic control device will be determined based on 
several factors, some of which include vehicle 
traffic volumes, pedestrian volumes, number of  
lanes of traffic, speed, visibility, and proximity to 
nearby intersections. 

 
 
 
Is this used anywhere else? 

 
 

Yes; the Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon is a nationally 
recognized and approved pedestrian device. 
The first Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon was installed by 
the city of Tucson in 2000; today, they have more 
than 40 in operation. Many other government 
agencies across the country are also using the 
Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon.  
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Department of Transportation 
700 E. Broadway 
Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605.773-3571 
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SDDOT website: www.sddot.com  
Facebook: SouthDakotaDOT 
Twitter: @SouthDakotaDOT 
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Frequently Asked 
Questions 

 

        Drivers 
 
         See This Do This 
 

Proceed with 
caution 

 

Pedestrians 
 
See This                                 Do This 
 

Push the button to 
cross

 
What is it? 

 
The Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon is a traffic control device 
that provides a mid-block signalized crossing for 
pedestrians while reducing delays to vehicular traffic. 

 
How is it different than other traffic signals? 

 
While it looks similar to a traditional pedestrian signal, the 
Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon operates a little differently. When 
not in use it will remain dark, allowing vehicular traffic to 
proceed without stopping.  A pedestrian pushing the 
button begins a sequence of five displays.  
 
First, the signal begins flashing yellow to indicate to drivers 
that a pedestrian is waiting to enter the crosswalk. Second, 
the signal shows a steady yellow indication advising drivers to 
prepare to stop. Third, the signal turns solid red requiring 
drivers to stop at the stop line. Fourth, the signal flashes red 
indicating that drivers must stop, but may proceed if the 
crosswalk is clear and it is safe to do so. Finally, the signal 
returns to dark. 

 
During this sequence, pedestrians see the same indications 
as at a traditional traffic signal: A Steady Don’t Walk Hand 
Symbol, Steady Walk Symbol, and Flashing Don’t walk Hand 
symbol with a countdown timer.

 
 

Dark 

Flashing Yellow Light 

Steady Yellow Light 

Steady Red Light 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alternating  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dark 

 
 
 

 
Slow down, prepare to 
stop 

 
Pedestrian has activated 
the push button 

 
 
 

Stop if safe to do so 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stop; remain stopped 
 
Pedestrian in crosswalk 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Stop 
 

Proceed with 
caution when clear 

 

 
 
 

Proceed with caution 

 

 
Don’t Walk Symbol 

Don’t Walk Symbol 

Don’t Walk Symbol 

Walk Symbol 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flashing Hand/ 
Countdown Timer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t Walk Symbol 

 
 
 
 
Wait 
 
Traffic is preparing to stop 
 
 
 
 
 
Continue waiting 
 
Traffic is beginning to stop 
 
 
 
 
 
Start Crossing 
 
Look both ways before 
crossing 
 
 
 
 
Continue crossing 
 
If walking, continue.  
Those who have yet to 
enter the crosswalk, do not 
start 
 

 
 
 
Push the button to 
cross 

 


