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STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS FOR ROADS AND BRIDGES 
 
The Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges is a book of specifications approved for 
general applications and repetitive use.  
 
The standard specification book is currently available in hard copy through the office of 
Operations Support or in electronic versions at the following locations: 
 
On the U: drive @ U:\op\2004 Standard Specifications 
Online @ www.sddot.com/Operations/specifications/index2004.htm 
 
The standard specification book is composed of three divisions. 
 
Division I General Provisions Sections 1 to 9 
Division II Construction Details Sections 100 to 740 
Division III Materials Details Sections 750 to 1050 
 
The standard specification book has a table of contents in the front and an index in the back. 
The standard specification book is organized by section numbers that correlate to bid item 
numbers. Within Division II, sections are organized and grouped into the following parts. 
 
Part A Earthwork Sections 100 to 250 
Part B Granular Bases and Surfacing Sections 260 to 280 
Part C Asphalt Construction Sections 320 to 370 
Part D Rigid Pavement Sections 380 to 393 
Part E Structures Sections 410 to 570 
Part F Incidental Construction Sections 600 to 740 
 
Individual sections within division II of the specification book are broken down into the following 
five items. 
 
Description - Provides a description of what the work shall consist of 
 
Materials - Provides material details and may refer to sections in Division III 
 
Construction Requirements - Provides construction details and requirements  
 
Method of Measurement - Provides the method of measurement, units, and accuracy for 
measuring items for payment 
 
Basis of Payment - Provides details of what is paid for under different bid items and what other 
work is included or incidental in payment 
 

5.4 COORDINATION OF PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, SUPPLEMENTAL 
SPECIFICATIONS, AND SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
 
Specifications, supplemental specifications, plans, special provisions, and supplementary 
documents are essential parts of the contract. A requirement occurring in one is as binding 
as though occurring in all. They are intended to be complimentary and to describe and 
provide for a complete work. In case of discrepancy, calculated dimensions will govern over 
scaled dimensions; supplemental specifications will govern over standard specifications; 
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plans will govern over supplemental and standard specifications; special provisions will 
govern over plans, supplemental specifications and standard specifications. The plans will 
prevail in the event of a conflict with a bid item appearing in the proposal. 
 
Hierarchy of Plans and Specifications 
 
Special Provisions 
Plans (including plan notes) 
Supplemental Specifications 
Standard Specifications 
 
The Contractor shall not take advantage of apparent errors or omissions in the Contract. If 
the Contractor discovers an error or omission, the Engineer shall be immediately notified of 
the error or omission and its perceived consequences. The Engineer will make corrections 
and interpretations as necessary to fulfill the intent of the Contract. 
 
5.13 WEIGHT LIMITATIONS 
 
The Contractor shall comply with weight limitations established by South Dakota Codified 
Laws 32-22-16 and 32-22-21 on roads and highways outside the limits of the project. Within 
the project limits the Contractor shall comply with the above referenced weight limitations 
and with special weight limitations imposed by the contract for the hauling of material and 
the movement of equipment over bridges and box culverts and the courses making up the 
pavement structure. When hauling materials or moving equipment on gravel cushion, the 
Contractor will be allowed the above referenced weight limitations plus an additional 10 
percent of the above referenced weight limitations. Weight restrictions will not be imposed 
for the hauling of materials or movement of equipment on an earth subgrade, selected 
backfill, or gravel surfacing. 
 
The Department will only monitor the maximum allowable gross load that each truck is 
allowed to carry by law. 
 
See policy for weight enforcement on construction projects 
 
More information can be found on the highway patrol website at 
http://www.sdtruckinfo.com/# 
 
5.17 CLAIMS 
 
If the Contractor deems that additional compensation is warranted for work or materials not 
covered in the Contract and not ordered as extra work as defined herein, the Contractor 
shall give the Area Engineer written notice of the claim for additional compensation. 
 
The written notice of claim shall be furnished to the Area Engineer prior to starting the 
contested work. Oral notification by the Contractor or its representative will be documented 
by the Area Engineer and shall be confirmed in writing by the Contractor within ten days. 
 
If the basis of potential claim does not become apparent until the Contractor has proceeded 
with the work, the Contractor or its representative shall immediately make oral notification to 
the Area Engineer of the intent to make claim for additional compensation when the basis 
becomes evident, followed by written confirmation within ten days of the oral notification. 
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Under no circumstances will a claim be considered if written notification is made more than 
30 days after the Contractor receives final payment. 
 
The written notice of potential claim shall set forth the reasons the Contractor believes 
additional compensation is warranted, the nature of cost involved and the estimated total 
amount of the claim. 
 
The Contractor hereby agrees to waive any claim for additional compensation if timely 
written notification is not furnished and the Area Engineer is not provided the opportunity to 
keep account of or determine costs, to incorporate alternate methods of accomplishing the 
disputed work or to otherwise resolve the claim. 
 
A Claims Documentation Form, furnished by the Department, shall be completed by the 
Contractor and submitted to the Area Engineer after completion of the work on which the 
claim is based. The Claims Documentation Form shall be completed within 120 calendar 
days after completion of the work unless an extension is granted, in writing, by the Area 
Engineer. 
 
The Claims Documentation Form shall be fully completed and will contain the following: 
 
A. A narrative justification citing all basis for the claim. 
 
B. A statement of the amount of extra compensation claimed, including and itemized 

breakdown of actual costs for materials and supplies, labor, equipment, indirect costs, 
overhead, and profit. 

 
C. A signed and notarized statement that the information furnished is true and fully 

documented. 
 
D. Permission for the Department or its authorized representative to examine all Contractor 

records concerning this claim. 
 
Claims which are properly submitted, but which are not approved will be automatically 
escalated to the next higher authority level within the Department for review. The Secretary of 
Transportation has final resolution authority on all submitted claims. 
 
Claims may be submitted by the Department to a third-party claim investigator for further 
review and investigation. The report prepared by the claim investigator shall not be shared with 
the Contractor, nor shall the report be used in subsequent administrative or legal proceedings. 
Failure to fully cooperate with the third-party investigator may result in denial of the claim. 
After the Secretary of Transportation receives the report, the parties, by mutual agreement, 
may initiate a non-binding mediation to attempt to resolve the claim.   
 
If the claim is determined completely or partially valid, those portions determined valid, plus 
interest computed at the rate of 9.25% per annum for the time period between the date of 
final project acceptance and the date the claim was resolved, will be paid.   
 
If a claim is determined completely or partially valid in a subsequent proceeding in circuit court 
and pre-judgment interest is awarded by the court on all or a portion of the judgment, that 
interest shall be computed at the rate of 9.25% per annum.   
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Nothing in this section shall be construed as establishing any claim contrary to the terms of 
Section 4.2. 
 
See policy for Contractor claims 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL SPECIFICATIONS AND ERRATA 
 
The purpose of the supplemental specifications is to modify, change, and/or add any section of 
the standard specification book. The purpose of the errata is to correct grammatical errors and 
printing or typing errors in the standard specification book. The supplemental specifications and 
errata are updated once a year. Updated supplemental specifications and errata are targeted for 
the early October letting. The current supplemental specifications and errata are included in 
contract proposal for every project. 
 
The current and past supplemental specifications and errata are located at the following 
locations: 
 
On the U: drive @ U:\op\SuplSpecs&Errata 
Online @ www.sddot.com/Operations/specifications/specbook_suppspec2004.htm 
 
ADDENDUM 
 
The addendum is a tool used to correct plan errors or omissions prior to the actual bid letting. 
Addendum items are to be submitted to the Bid Letting Engineer, who will coordinate the 
addendum with the Operations Support Office. The Bid Letting Engineer will distribute the 
addendum.  
 
SPECIAL PROVISIONS 
 
The purpose of the special provisions is to add, modify, and/or remove the standard and 
supplemental specifications applicable to an individual project. Special provisions are located in 
the contract proposal for every project. 
 
Some special provisions are required for all projects. Some special provisions are required for 
all Federal-aid projects. Some special provisions are standard and approved for repetitive use if 
needed. Other special provisions are project specific and are modified for each project. The 
standard special provisions and project specific special provisions are located at the following 
location: 
 
On the U: drive @ U:\op\Special Provisions 
 

Required Special Provisions for All Projects 
 
Below is a list and a brief description of the required special provisions for all projects. 
These provisions are required to be part of the proposal for all projects. 
 
Notice to All Bidders - Provides a “hotline” to report bid rigging activities. 
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Excerpts from Administrative Rules Regarding Differing Site Conditions Provided for 
Informational Purposes - Provides information on some State of South Dakota 
administrative rules that may affect the contract. 
 
Special Provision for Electronic Bidding Requirements - Provides necessary changes to 
sections of the specification book as necessary for electronic bidding. 
 
Special Provision for Fuel Cost Adjustment - Provides specifications for compensation 
adjustments to the Contractor for changes in fuel cost, if the Contractor elects to participate. 
Prior to execution of the contract, the successful bidder shall submit the Fuel Adjustment 
Affidavit - Form DOT-208 to the Department. 
 
Special Provision for Suspension of Work - Provides details for additional compensation 
and/or additional time that may be made to the contract as a result of a suspension or delay 
ordered by the Engineer in writing for an unreasonable period of time. 
 
Standard Title VI Assurance - The Title VI (nondiscrimination) assurances found in this special 
provision are required in all contracts and subcontracts. Each contractor, irrespective of tier, is 
required to include the assurances found in this provision and adhere to them to prevent 
discrimination and ensure nondiscrimination in all of their programs and activities whether they 
are Federally funded or not. 
 
Special Provision for Implementation of Clean Air Act & Federal Water Pollution Control Act - 
Provides language of which the Contractor agrees that no facilities used in the performance of 
this contract is listed on the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) list of Violating 
Facilities. 
 
Special Provision Regarding Minimum Wage on State Funded Projects - Provides 
requirements for minimum wage on state funded projects $100,000.00 or more as awarded. 
 
South Dakota Department of Transportation Highway-Heavy Minimum Construction Wage 
Rate - Provides the minimum wage rates for those contracts $100,000.00 or more as 
awarded. 
 
Supplemental Specification for Errata - Correction of grammatical, printing, and typing errors 
in the standard specification book. 
 
Supplemental Specification to Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges - Modifications 
and changes to sections of the standard specification book. 
 
Special Provision Regarding Price Schedule for Miscellaneous Items - Establishes a standard 
fixed price to be used whenever a contract unit price does not exists for that item. 
 

Non-Reservation Land 
 
Special Provision Regarding Storm Water Discharge - Provides language the Contractor 
must adhere to regarding the discharge of storm water and a copy of the general permit 
for storm water discharges associated with construction activities. 
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Reservation Land 
 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permit for Discharges from 
Large and Small Construction Activities - Provides language the Contractor must adhere 
to regarding the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United States and a copy of the 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permit for Discharges from 
Large and Small Construction Activities. 
 

Required Special Provisions for All Federal-Aid Projects 
 
Below is a list and a brief description of the required special provisions for all Federal-aid 
projects. These provisions are required to be part of the proposal for all Federal-aid projects. 
 
Notice to All Bidders - Provides a “hotline” to report bid rigging activities. 
 
Excerpts from Administrative Rules Regarding Differing Site Conditions Provided for 
Informational Purposes - Provides information on some State of South Dakota 
administrative rules that may affect the contract. 
 
Special Provision for Electronic Bidding Requirements - Provides necessary changes to 
sections of the specification book as necessary for electronic bidding. 
 
Special Provision for Fuel Cost Adjustment - Provides specifications for compensation 
adjustments to the Contractor for changes in fuel cost, if the Contractor elects to participate. 
Prior to execution of the contract, the successful bidder shall submit the Fuel Adjustment 
Affidavit - Form DOT-208 to the Department. 
 
Special Provision for Suspension of Work - Provides details for additional compensation 
and/or additional time that may be made to the contract as a result of a suspension or delay 
ordered by the Engineer in writing for an unreasonable period of time. 
 
Standard Title VI Assurance - The Title VI (nondiscrimination) assurances found in this special 
provision are required in all contracts and subcontracts. Each contractor, irrespective of tier, is 
required to include the assurances found in this provision and adhere to them to prevent 
discrimination and ensure nondiscrimination in all of their programs and activities whether they 
are Federally funded or not. 
 
Special Provision for Disadvantaged Business Enterprise - Provides requirements of the 
Departments Disadvantaged Business Enterprise program 
 
Special Provision for EEO Affirmative Action Requirements on Federal and Federal-aid 
Construction Contracts - Provides requirements and required goals for equal employment 
opportunity on Federal and Federal-aid construction contracts 
 
Special Provision for Required Contract Provisions - Federal-Aid Construction Contracts, 
Form FHWA 1273 (3/10/94) - Provides supplemental changes made to the Required Contract 
Provisions (FHWA 1273). 
 
Required Contract Provisions - Federal-Aid Construction Contracts, Form FHWA 1273 
(3/10/94) - Provides required contract provisions and required language that shall be included 
and apply to all work performed on the contract by the Contractor’s own organization and with 
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the assistance of workers under the Contractor’s immediate superintendence and to all work 
performed on the contract by piecework, station work, or by subcontract.  
 
Special Provision Regarding Minimum Wage on Federal-Aid - Provides requirements for 
minimum wage on Federal-aid projects. 
 
South Dakota Department of Transportation Highway-Heavy Minimum Construction Wage 
Rate - Provides the minimum wage rates for Federal-aid projects. 
 
Supplemental Specification for Errata - Correction of grammatical, printing, and typing errors 
in the standard specification book. 
 
Supplemental Specification to Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridges - Modifications 
and changes to sections of the standard specification book. 
 
Special Provision Regarding Price Schedule for Miscellaneous Items - Establishes a standard 
fixed price to be used whenever a contract unit price does not exists for that item. 
 

Non-Reservation Land 
 
Special Provision Regarding Storm Water Discharge - Provides language the Contractor 
must adhere to regarding the discharge of storm water and a copy of the general permit 
for storm water discharges associated with construction activities. 
 
Reservation Land 
 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permit for Discharges from 
Large and Small Construction Activities - Provides language the Contractor must adhere 
to regarding the discharge of pollutants to waters of the United States and a copy of the 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permit for Discharges from 
Large and Small Construction Activities. 
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