POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR STATE DESIGNATION OF SCENIC BYWAYS

1. Designation of a route as a scenic byway allows the byway to be featured in the promotions of the
Department of Tourism and may allow the route to be featured in U.S. Forest Senice promotions. Scenic
byway routes are designated primarily for visitors from other states, but South Dakotans and international
visitors should be able to appreciate the beauty and distinctiveness of the routes selected. The scenic,
cultural, geologic, wildlife and habitat, and aesthetic features of the byways should be unique and unusual
compared to the features of the state as a whole, while realizing that national \isitors consider the
common features of South Dakota to be uncommon.

2. A Local Nominating Committee shall prepare and submit the application tothe Secretary of
Transportation. The application should include the following required items:

a. A statement describing the jurisdiction of the road, whether it is state, federal, local, or private. If the
road requires fee for travel, it should be stated.

b. A statement and maps describing the conditions of the road including surface type, surface condition,
average daily travel, roadway widths, line of sight, grade conditions, location of billboards, and urban
congestion points encountered. This narrative should explain why the route is suitable and safe for
recreational driving in a motor home, passenger car or other vehicle.

c. A narrative description of the route being proposed for designation, which includes the route number;
the length of the segment proposed for designation; the mapped location of features along the route
which possess distinctive scenic, cultural, geologic, wildlife and habitat, and aesthetic features; a
description of each of the features which makes the route worthy of scenic byway designation; and, a
discussion of the presence of billboards and urban congestion. Photos may also be attached.

d. Asigned statement from all affected cities and counties approving the nomination of the route.

3. Designated scenic byways will receive distinctive signs to identify and commemorate the special status
of the route. Pertinent local government(s) must share the costs related to these signs and any other
signs necessary for safety and or informational considerations. The pertinent local government(s) are
responsible for twenty-two percent of the costs associated with the signing effort for state highways and
all the costs for routes under local jurisdiction. Subsequent signing for purposes of outdoor advertising is
discouraged and may jeopardize the scenic byway designation. Local government cost sharing
obligations for development and maintenance of turnouts and interpretive displays associated with the
scenic byway designation will also be required.

4. Designation of a local route as a scenic byway does not entitle the route to receive any state
maintenance and construction funds. Local roads will remain a local responsibility.

5. State routes designated as scenic byways will not be entitled to any additional funds abowve their
normal maintenance and construction needs.

6. Designated routes are subject to review and may be removed from the scenic byway system for safety
reasons or if the scenery or unique features are allowed to deteriorate. The proliferation of billboards and
urban congestion are considered sufficient reasons toremowve a route. Only truly scenic highways will be
designated as scenic byways so that visitors can have a quality experience.

APPLICATION PROCESS

7. Sewven copies of the application will be submitted to the South Dakota Department of Transportation
for review prior to January 1st of each year.

Review Process

8. The Department of Transportation will convene the Scenic Byway Review Committee comprised of
representatives from the: Gowvernor's Office; Department of Transportation; the Department of Tourism;
the Department of Game, Fish, and Parks; the Department of Education and Cultural Affairs; the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources; and the Department of Agriculture.



9. The Scenic Byway Review Committee will evaluate the features of each nominated route against all
the known routes that are distinctive and highly valued in the state, instead of comparing the applications
relative to one another. The Review Committee may request additional information pertaining to a route
to assist the evaluation.

10. Concern for the safety of the motoring public is a major consideration of the application review
process. An unfavorable review of highway safety conditions by the Department of Transportation may
result in the rejection of an application. The capacity of the route to safely accommodate various types
and sizes of motor vehicles will be considered a part of the review.

11. The Committee's recommendations will be forwarded tothe Department of Transportation. The
Transportation Commission will make the final decision regarding the designation of the route.
Notification

12. The Secretary of Transportation will notify the Local Nominating Committee of the final decision of
the Transportation Commission.

13. To focus the public's attention upon the significance of the designated routes, where practicable,
reprinted state highway maps will indicate scenic byways. Subsequent advertising is a local responsibility
unless other arrangements can be made with the Department of Tourism.

A copy of the rating sheet which will be used by the Review Committee is attached to this proposal.



SCENIC BYWAY REVIEW COMMITTEE PROCEDURES

Each route should be given points for each category according to the relative value of each attribute

compared to all the known routes that are distinctive and highly valued in the state. Nominated routes

should not be evaluated relative to each other or relative to the list of routes that happen to be under

consideration at the time. Otherwise, routes may be recommended that possess characteristics which

are not unique compared to the distinctive routes in the state as a whole.
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POINTS

Features are unusual and unique.
Features are widespread, prevalent,
and usual.

Features are ordinary.

Numerous sites available for
interpretation.

Occasional sites available for
interpretation.

Very few or no sites available
for interpretation.

Features are unique, obvious,
and varied.

Features are widespread,
prevalent, and usual.
Features are ordinary.

Features are unusual and unique.
Features are widespread, prevalent,
and usual.

Features are ordinary.

Billboards and urban congestion
are rare.

Billboards and urban congestion are
present but infrequent.

Billboards and urban congestion are
obvious at many locations.
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